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PLA'STRON. n.f. [French.] A piece of leather fluffed, 
which fencers ule, when they tttft their fcholars, in order 
to receive the pufhes made at them. Trevoux. 

Againfl the pofl their wicker fhields they crufh, 
Flourifh the fword, and at the plajlron pufh. Dryden. 
To Plat. v. a. [from plait. ] To weaves to make by tex¬ 
ture. J 

I have feen nefls of an Indian bird curioufly interwoven and 
platted together Ray an the Creation. 

1 never tound fo much benefit from any expedient,. as from 
a ring, in which my miftrefs’s hair is platted in a kind of true 
lovers knot. Addifon's Spectator, N° 245 

Plat. n.f. [more properly/>/*/3 plot, Sax.] A fmall piece 
of ground. 

Such pleafure took the ferpent to behold 
This flow’ry plat, the fweet rece'fs of Eve. Milton. 

Oii a plat of riling ground, 

I hear the far-off curfeu found, 

Over fome wide-water’d fhore, 

Swinging flow with fuilen roar. Milton. 

It paffes through banks of violets and plats of willow of its 
own producing; SpcRator. 

t la TANK. n.J. [platane, Fr. p/atamts , tat.] The plane tree. 
1 he platane round, 

The carver holm, the mapple feldom inward found. Spcnf. 

I efpy’d thee, fair and tall, 

Under a platane. Milton. 

Plate, n. f [plate, Dutch ; plaque, Fr.] 

1. A piece of metal beat out into breadth. 

In his livery 

Walk’d crowns and coronets, realms and iflands were 
As plates dropt from his pocket. Shakefp. 

Make a plate, and burnifh it as they do iron. Bacon. 

A leaden bullet-fhot from one of thefe guns, the fpace of 
twenty paces, will be beaten into a thin plate. TVilkins. 

The cqnfers of thefe wretches, who could derive no fanc- 
tity to them 3 yet in that they had been confecrated by the 
offering incenfe, were appointed to be beaten into broad 
flutes, and faflened upon the altar. South's Sermons. 

Eternal deities ! 

Who rule the world with abfolute decrees, 

And write whatever time fhall bring to pafs 

With pens of adamant cn plates of brafs. Dryden. 

2. Armour of plates. 

With their force they pierc’d both plate and mail, 

And made wide furrows in their flefhes frail. Fa. Queen. 

3. [Plata, Spanith.] Wrought filver. 

They eat on beds of filk and gold, , 

And leaving plate. 

Do drink in flone of higher rate. Ben/. Johnfon's Cataline. 

1 he Turks entered into the trenches fo far, that they car¬ 
ried away the plate. Knotteds Hijl. of the Turks. 

They that but now for honour and for plate 
Made the fea Mufh with blood, refigri their hate. Waller. 

At your defert bright pewter comes too late, 

When your firft courfe was all ferv’d up in plate. King. 

4. [Plat, Fr. piatta, Italian.] A fmall fhallow veffel of metal 
on which meat is eaten. 

Afcanius this obferv’d, and, finding, faid, 

See, we devour the plates on which we fed. Dryden. 

To Plate, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To cover with plates. 

The doors are curioufly cut through and plated. Sandys. 

M. Lepidus’s houfe had a marble door-cafe3 afterwards 
they had gilded ones, or rather plated with gold. Arbuthnot. 

2. To arm with plates. 

Plate fin with gold. 

And the flrong lance of juftice hurtlefs breaks. Shakefp. 

Marfhal, afk yonder knight in arms. 

Why plated in habiliments of war ? Shakefp. 

His goodly eyes, 

That o’er the files and mufters of the war. 

Have glow’d like plated Mars. Shakefp. 

The bold Afcalonite 

Fled from his lion ramp, old warriours turn’d 

Their plated backs under his heel. Milton. 

3. To beat into laminae or plates. 

If to fame alone? thou doll pretend, 

The mifer will his empty palace lend. 

Set wide his doors, adorn’d with plated brafs. Dryden. 

If a thinned or plated body, of an uneven thicknefs, which 
appears all over of one uniform colour, lhould be flit into 
threads of the fame thicknefs with the plate 3 I fee no reafon 
why every thread lhould not keep its colour. Newton. 

Pla'ten. n.f. Among printers, the flat part of the prefs 
whereby the imprefiion is made. 

Pla'tform. n.f. [plat, flat, Fr. and form.] 

1. The Iketch of any thing horizontally delineated 3 the ich- 
nography. 

W hen the workmen began to lay the platform at Chalce- 
don, eagles conveyed their lines to the other fide of the 
llreight. Sandys's Journey . 
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2. A place laid out after any model. 

No artful wildnefs to perplex the feene ; 

Grove nods at grove, each alley has a brother 
And half the platform jull reflects the other * 

3. A level place before a fortification. 

Where was this ? 

—Upon the platform where we watch. 0 ; - - 

4. A fcheme 3 a plan. ™dejp t 

Their mind* and affedions were univerfally bent 
againfl: all the orders and laws wherein this church is fm. Tj 1 
conformable to the platform of Geneva. 

I have made a platform of a princely garden by 
partly by drawing not a model, but fome general 1^’ 

They who take in the entire platform, and fee Ae ffe 
which runs through the whole, and can bear in mind the I’ 
fervations and proofs, will difeern how thefe propofitioni 
flow from them. IV d ^ 

PEa'tick afpeti. In aftrology, is a ray caft from onTpUei 
to another, not exactly, but within the orbit of its 0 w n 

Sol 

Plato'on. n.f. [a corruption of peleton, Fr.] A fmall faZ 
body of mufketeers, drawn out of a batallion of foot when 
they form the hollow fquare, to ftrengthen the ancles-the 
grenadiers are generally thus polled; yet a party from'a,„ 
other divifion is called a platoon, when intending to far from 
the main body. Military Dit 

In comely wounds flhall bleeding worthies (land, 
Webb’s firm platoon, and Lumly’s faithful band. 5 Tickdl 
I LATTER, n.f. [from plate.] A large difh, generally of 
earth. ; 

The fervants wafh the platter, fcour the plate, 

Then blow the fire. Drydtn - S j mml 

batira is an adjective, to which lanx, a charger, or We 
platter is underflood. Dr ? 

Plau'dit. in.f [A word derived from the Latin, plaudite 
Plau'Dite. 5 the demand of applaufe made by the player* 
when he left the ftage.] Applaufe. * 

True wifdom mult our adions fo direct. 

Not only the Iafl plaudit to expect. Denham. 

She would fo lhamefully fail in the laft ad, that inflead of 
a plaudite , the would deferve to be hilled off the ftage. Mon. 

Some men find more melody in difeord than in the an<*e- 
lick quires,3 yet even thefe can difeern mufick in a confortof 
plaudites, eulogies given themfelves. Decay of Piety. 

Plausibility. n.J. [plaufibilite, Fr. from plaufible.] Spe- 
cioufnefs 3 fuperficial appearance of right. 

Two pamphlets, called the management of the war, are 
written with fome plaufibility, much artifice and diredt falfe- 
hoods - Swift. 

The laft excufe for the flow fteps made in difarming the 
adverfaries of the crown, was allowed indeed to have more 
plaufibility, but lefs truth, than any of the former. Swift. 

PLAU SIBLE. adj. [plaufible, Fr. plaufibilis , fsomplaudo, Lat.] 
Such as gains approbation 3 fuperficially pleafing or taking; 
fpecious 3 popular 3 right in appearance. 

Go you to Angelo, anfwer his requiring with a plaufible 
obedience, agree with his demands to the point. Shakefp. 

Judges ought to be more reverend than plaufible , and more 
advifed than confident. Bacon. 

They found out that plaufible and popular pretext of railing 
.. an army to fetch ip delinquents. King Charles. 

Thefe were all plaufible and popular arguments, in which 
they, who molt delired peace, would infilt upon many con- 
defcenfions. Clarendon. 

No treachery fo plaufible, as that which is covered with the 
robe of a guide. L'Ejbange. 

The cafe is doubtful, and may be difputed with plaujible 
arguments on either fide. South. 

Plau'sibleness. n.f [from plaufible.] Specioufnefs 3 fhow 
of right. 

The plaufiblenefs of arminianifm, and the congruity it hath 
with the principles of corrupt nature. SanderJon. 

The notion of man’s free will, and the nature of fin bears 
along with it a commendable plainnels and plaufiblenefs. 

More. 

Plau'sibly. adv. [from plaufible ,] 

1. With fair fhow 3 fpecioufly. 

They could talk plaufibly about that they did not under- 
ftand, but their learning lay chiefly in flourilh. Collier. 

Thou can’ll plaufibly dilpute. 

Supreme of feers, of angel, man and brute. Prior. 

2. With applaufe. Not in ule. 

I hope they will plaufibly receive our attempts, or candiJly 
correct our mifeonjedures. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

Plau'sive. adj. [from plaudo, Lat.] 

1. Applauding. 

2. Plaufible. A word not in ufe. 

His plaufive words 

He flatter’d not in ears; but grafted them ■ 

To grow there and to'bear. Soakejp. 

To PLAY- 
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To PLAY. v. n. [plegan, Saxon.] 

1. To fport 3 to frolick 3 to do fomething not as a talk, but for 
a pleafure. 

On fmooth the feal and bended dolphins p/ay. Milton. 
To toy 3 to ad with levity. 


2 . 


Milton. 


Thou with eternal wifdom did’ft converfe, 

Wiflom thy lifter and with her didft play. 

To be difmifled from work. 

I’ll bring my young man to flhool; look where his mailer 
comes 3 ’tis a-playing day Ifle. Shakefp. Mer. W. of Windf. 
To trifle 3 ro ad wantonly and fhoughtlefiy. 

Men are apt to play with their healths and their lives as 
they do with their cloaths. Temple. 

To do fomething fanciful. 

How every fool can play upon the Word ! Shakefp. 

6. To pradtife farcaftick merriment; 

I would make ufe of it rather to faf upon thofe I defpifed, 

Pope. 




Shakefpeare. 

Shakefp. 
Shakefp. 


Shakefp. 

Shakefp. 

Swift. 


Shakefpeare. 

I fear, 

Shakefp. Macbeth. 


than to trifle with-thofe I loved. 
j. To mock ; to pradifefillliftbrt. 

I law him dead ; art fhoti 1 alive. 

Or is it fancy plays upon our eye-light 1 . 

8. To game ; to contend at fotne game. 

Charles, I will play no niore to-night; 

My mind’s not on’t, you are too hard for me. 

— Sir, ! did never wirr of yOu ; before. 

When lenity and cruelty pldy for kingdoms, 

T he gentler gamefter is thd foonfeft winner. 

O perdurable ftiame ! 

Ate thefe the wretche's : that we p ! ay’d at dice for. 

The low rated Engifih play at dice. 

The clergyman played at whift and fwobbers. 

9. To do any thing trickifih or deceitful. 

His mother played falfe With a irriith. 

Cawdor, GJamis., all 
The wizzard women promis’d ; and, 

Thou play d’Jl moft foully for’t; 

Life is not long enough for a coquette to play all her 
tucks in. Addifon’s Spectator, N° 89, 

i®. To touch a mufical inftrument. 

Ev’rv thing that heard Him play, 

Ev’ii' the billows of the fea 

Hung their heads/ and then lay by. 

In fweet mufick: is fuCh art, 

K; living care, and gHef of heart, 

Fahafleep, or heariiigdie. Shakefp. hl’enryVlll. 4. 

Thou art as a very lovely fong of one that hath a plda- 
fa-ht yoicey and can play well on an inftruitient; Ezekiet 
Fully fays, there confifteth in the practice of fingiiig and 
p 'aying on inftruments great'knowledge, and the molf ex- 5. 
cell-eht inftrhction, which redifies and' orders .our manners, 
and ahzfyd the heat of afigbri Peacham of Mufick. 

Wherein doth our practice of fin gin n; and playing with in- 
^ts in our cathedral churches differ from the practice 
of David. . Peach am of M/ujick. 

Clad like a countr}" Twain, he pip’d, he firing, 

And playing drove his Jolly troop along. Dryden. 

Take 1 thy harp and melt thy maid ; 

Play, my friend ! and charm the chUrmer. Glanvill. 

He applied the pipe to his lips, and began id play upon it; 
the found of it was exceeding fweet. Addijons Spectator. 

11. 1 o operate ; to ad. Ufied of any thing in motion. 

John hath feiz’d Arthur, and it cannot be. 

That whilft warm life plays in that infant’s veins, 

The mifplac’d John lhould entertain 
One quiet breath of reft. Shakefp. King John. 

My wife cried out fire, and you brought oufiyour buckets, 
and called for engines to fay againfl it. Dryden. 

%. conftant laws, the food is concoded, the heart beats. 
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15. To ad in any certain charader. 

Thus we play the fool with the time, and the fpirits of the 
wife fit in the clouds and mock us. Shakefp. 

I did not think to fhed a 
In all my miferies 3 but thou haft fcrcM-me, 

Out of thy honeft truth to play the woman. Shakefp^ 

She hath wrought folly to play the whore. Deut. xxii. 21. 
Be of good courage, and let us play the men for our 
people. 2 Samuel x. 12. 

Alphonfe, duke of Ferrara, delighted himfelf only in 
turning and playing the ioiner. Peacham of Mufick. 

’Tis poftible thefe Turks may play the villains. Denham. 
A man has no pleafure in proving that he has played the 
fool. Cottier of Friendjhip. 

To Play. v. a. 

1. To put in adion or motion : as, he played his cannon. 

2. To ufe an inftrument of mufick. 

He plays a tickling ftraW within his nofe. Gay . 

3. To ad a mirthful charader. 

Nature here 

Wanton’d as in her prime, and play'd at will 

Her virgin fancies. Milton. 

4. To exhibit dramatically. 

Your honour’s players hearing your amendment. 

Are come to play a pleafant comedy. Shakefp . 

5. To ad 3 to perform. 

Doubt would fain have played his part in her mind, and 
called in queftion, how fhe lhould be affured that Zelmane 
was not Pyrocles. Sidney, b. ii. 

Play, n.f 

1. Adion not impofed 3 not work 3 difmiffion from work. 

2. Amufement 3 fport. 

My dearling and my joy; 

For love of me leave off this dreadful play. Fa. ^ueen. 
Two gentle fawns at Milton. 

3. A drama 3 a comedy of tragedy, or a^y thing in which cha- 
raders are Peprefented by dialogue and adlb^./ 

Only they. 

That come to hear a merry play. 

Will be deceiv'd. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

A play ought to be a juft image of human nature, repre- 
fenting its humours and the changes of fortune to which it is 
fiibjed, for the delight and inftrudion of n*..,,/,*. 


Dryden; 
Swift . 


Shakefp: 


fiibjed, for the delight and inftrudion of mankind. 

Vifits, plays and powder’d, beaux. 

Game 3 pradice of gaming 3. conteft at a game. 

I will play no more, my mind’s not on’t 3 
I did never win of you, 

Nor fhall net when my fancy’s oh my play. 

Pradice in any conteft. 

When they can make nothing elfe on’t, they find it the 
belt of their play to put it off with a jeft. LEftranrc. 

. He ^ as . rei p Ived not to fpeak aiftindly, knowing his belt 
piay to be m the dark, and that all his fafetv lay in the confu- 
fion of his talk - 27 //,,/«. 

in arguing the opponent ufes comprehenfive and equivocal 
terms, to involve his adverfary in the doubtfuinefs of his ex- 
preffion, and therefore the anfwer on his fide makes it his^y 
to diltinguim as much as he can. Locke- 

.? Ul v S ./ r l e u dS advIfe 1 ( j \° gentler methods with the young 


Cheyne. 


the blood circulates, the lungs play. 

T2. do wanton ; to move irregularly. 

Citherea all in fedges hid, 

Which feem to move and wanton with her breath, 

Ev n as the waving fedges play with wind. 

'This with exhilarating vapour bland 
About their fpirits play'd, and inmoft powers 
Made err. 

In the ftreams that from the fountain play. 

She walh’d her face. 

The letting fun 

Plays on their fhining arms and burnifti’d helmets. 

And covers all the field with gleams of fire. 

J 3 * To perfonate a drama. 

A lord will hear you play to-night; 

Pat I am doubtful of your modelties. 

Left, over-eying of his odd behaviour, 

Fot yet his honour never heard a play, 

^ bre , ak into fomc mcn Y paflion. Shakefpeare: 

c "n kings but play 3 and when their part is done, 
oome other, worle or better, mount the throne. 

* 4 - fo reprefent a charader. 

Courts 2re theatres, where fome men play 3 
Princes, fome flaves, and all end in one day. Donne 4 

6 


Slmkefp. 


Milton. 

Dryden. 


Addifon. 


lord ; but John naturally lov’j rough play. Arbuthnot. 

o. Action; employment 3 office. 

The fenfelefs plea of right by providence 
Can laft no longer than the prefent fway 3 
But juftifies the next who comes i n play. Drvden 

7. Pradice 3 adion 3 manner of ading. 

Determining, as after I knew, m fecret manner, not to 
e far from the place where we appointed to meet, to prevent 
any foul play that might be offered unto me. Sidney, b. ii. 

8. Act of touching an inftrument. J 

9. Irregular and wanton motion. 

10. A ftate of agitation or ventilation. 

ba '- e been fav’d, and manvmay, 

11. RoomforTotion.' 1115 qUefti ° n br0U ® ht Dr ’ d ™- 

,TD°, mtS are iet , exa£iI y into one another, that they have 
no ^ between them, left they Ihake upwards or down- 

t J' . c n - Moxon'1 Mechanical Exercifes 

12. Liberty of ading 3 Awing. eicl J es * 

a writ " g ivet |’ e ''to his mirth, without re- 
g rd to decency, he might pleale readers ; but muft be a verv 
ill man, if he could pleafe himfelf. Addifon's Frr P hol! ^ 

Vl ;jZT n - f - Book odtdflMfd: 

Your’s was a match of common good likimr, without ami 
mature of that ridiculous paffion, ^which has° iTbeing bZ 


Dryden. 


\n playbooks and romances. 

Pla yd ay. n. f. [play and day.] 
work. 


Day exempt from 


Sivift. 
talks or 


I thought the life of every fady 
Should be one continual playday 5 
Balls and mafquerades and Ihows. 


Swift s MifcellanieSn 
Pla'ydebt, 
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